524                   THE CHURCH IN THE WEST               [CHAP.
the earliest period the Eucharist belongs to the late afternoon
hours and is the climax of a common meal of ritual character in
which the community, or in many cases perhaps only sections of
the community (house-communities), are united in a celebration
in which religious sociability is combined with the sacramental
partaking of the body and blood of the Lord. By about the middle
of the second century, the sacramental meal has developed into
an independent rite and has been transferred to Sunday morning
and joined with the service of reading and preaching.
The common fellowship meal of the community continued to
exist alongside it and was still a regular practice about the year
200; but it then died out slowly in the course of the third century,
and survived only in its formal rudiments. Tertullian tells us the
form such a celebration took in Carthage at the end of the second
century1. Rich and poor join together in this Love-feast, First a
prayer is said standing, then all recline and the meal begins; but
the food and drink are partaken of in moderation and conversa-
tion is kept within proper bounds; for they know that the Lord is
with them at table. When the meal is ended, and at sunset the
lights are lit, there are readings from holy scripture, or they
listen to recitation or song by members of the brethren. A final
prayer concludes the gathering. Just the same form is taken by a
celebration of the kind at about the same period in Rome, and the
description there given of it adds a few new details to the picture2.
Here the rule is that a well-to-do host invites those who take part,*
and the celebration is held in his house. And it is strictly prescribed
that a cleric must preside at the celebration and must break the
hallowed bread, which, though strictly distinguished from the
bread of the Eucharist, is distributed as consecrated food amongst
those taking part. But here already the transformation of the Agape
into a simple act of charity is discussed, and mention is made of the
possibility of handing the guests provisions to take away with
them, instead of sitting down with them to a common meal.
The source from which we derive this information is the
Church Order* composed by Hippolytus, the rival bishop of
Rome, which preserves for us also the oldest liturgical form for the
Sunday celebration of the Eucharist, apart from the Didache^
which belongs to a quite different type (vol. xi, p. 289). After the
1  Tertullian, ApoL 39, 16-19.
2  Hippolytus, Church Order, 48-50 Funk; Hauler, p. 113 sq.\ Connolly,
p. 187^.  See following note.
3  Hippolytus, Church Order. The principal texts are contained in: (i) for
the Latin version, E. Hauler, Didascaliae Apostolorum Fragrrtenta Ueronensia
Latina, accedunt Canonum qul dicuntur Apostolorum et Aegyptiorum Reliquiae,